


Prelude 

Marsha Gullickson 
 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 

By Martyn/Beecher/Hyfrydol/R M Stults et al 



Welcome to Community of  the Cross 

Lutheran Church 



1) Nurture the community within our congregation 

2) Encourage the community within our neighborhood 

3) Transform the various communities where our 

members live and work with the love of God 

“Touching Lives with the Love of God” 



Call to Worship 

P: We worship in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



Confession and Forgiveness 

P: God of Good Friday, 
C: We see in your death the good news of our own 
resurrection.  We feel the despair of our own Good 
Fridays, wondering if Easter will ever come.  We 
confess our need to be resurrected.  We need the 
promise of new life and the hope of conquered 
death.  Break through the barriers of our sin and 
shame and bring your peace to our hearts. 



P: Jesus died a cruel death on the cross for the sin of the 
whole world.  His body was placed in a borrowed tomb 
and on the third day he came back to life to defeat death for 
all time.  Christ offers us this new life as our very 
own.  Your sin is forgiven because Jesus lives!  We no 
longer need to fear death as we look forward to living for 
all eternity with him. 
C: Jesus lives!  Praise God for the good news of 
Easter. 



Special Music 

 
 

“Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee”  
 

ELW #836 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  

Greeting 



P: Let us pray. 
C:  O God, you have prepared for those who love you 
joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such 
love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 



Children’s Sermon 

Jesus loves me, this I know 

For the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to him belong, 

They are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.   



Children’s Sermon 

Presenter: Jenna Trenbeath 



First Lesson 

Acts 10:44-48 



While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
who heard the word. The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 



L: Word of God. Word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



Second Lesson 

1 John 5:1-6 



Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born 
of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By 
this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, 
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the 
world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  



This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, 
not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And 
the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 



L: Word of God. Word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



Acclamation 



Gospel 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these 
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You 
are my friends if you do what I command you.  



I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me 
but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands 
so that you may love one another.” 



P: The Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Gospel 







Special Music 

 
 

“In This Place” 
 

By Trevor Thomson and Ed Bolduc  





Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy  Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again, he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 



Prayers 

P: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 



P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his 
 face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 
 look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Blessing / Benediction 

C: Amen.   
 We are all called to be ministers -     (CCLC Mission Statement) 

 Welcomed by the love of Jesus Christ,  
 Nurtured in faith by the Holy Spirit,  
 Sent to share God’s promises with others.  



P:   Go in peace to touch lives with the love of God. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Touching Lives  
 

 

with the  

Love of God 



Postlude 

Marsha Gullickson 
 

“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” 
 

By Horn/Beck   
 


